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Upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season was predominantly White grades 

41 or higher and staples 34 and 35, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, USDA. Grades 41 and higher made up almost 65 percent of ginnings 
and staples 34 and 35 made up almost 76 percent. Grade 41 was the predominant quality 
at almost 42 percent and staple 34 was the predominant length at 39 percent. Average 
fiber strength was 88,300 pounds per square inch. Cotton miking in the 35-49 mike 
range comprised over 74 percent of upland ginnings prior to November 1. Ginnings 
prior to November 1 totaled 4.7 million running bales. 


White grades 31 and higher accounted for almost 17 percent of upland ginnings prior 

to November 1 this season. This was the smallest proportion in these higher White 
grades since the crop of 1972 and compares with 24 percent a year ago. Grade 41 was 
the predominant quality, accounting for almost 42 percent of ginnings compared with 

30 percent a year earlier. All White grades comprised 79 percent of ginnings prior to 
November 1 against 76 percent a year earlier. The Light Spotted grades accounted for 
almost 20 percent of ginnings, down from 21 percent and the Spotted grades made up 
under one percent against over two percent a year earlier. 


Cotton stapling 33 and shorter accounted for almost 18 percent of upland ginnings prior 
to November 1 this season, down sharply from 30 percent a year earlier. Staples 34 

and 35 made up almost 76 percent of ginnings, the largest proportion since 1974 and 
compared with almost 60 percent a year ago. Staples 36 and longer made up over six 
percent this season, the smallest proportion of these longer lengths since 1966. A 
year earlier over 10 percent stapled 36 or longer. The average staple length was 34.1 
thirty-seconds inches compared with 33.9 a year ago. 


Fiber strength of upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season averaged 88,300 
pounds per square inch (psi). This compares with 87,800 psi a year earlier. Cotton 
90,000 psi and stronger made up over 38 percent of ginnings, up from 35 percent last 
year. Cotton weaker than 80,000 psi made up less than three percent of ginnings, the 
smallest proportion since records began in 1966. A year earlier, almost seven percent 
of ginnings prior to November 1 were weaker than 80,000 psi. 


Cotton miking in the 35-49 range made up over 74 percent of upland cotton ginned prior 
to November 1 this season, down from almost 79 percent a year earlier and the smallest 
proportion in this mike range since 1966. Cotton miking 50 and higher accounted for 
22 percent of ginnings, the largest proportion since 1969 and compared with less than 
19 percent last season. Cotton with mike of 34 or lower comprised less than four per- 
cent this season against less than three percent a year earlier. 


Cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season totaled 4,667,000 running bales, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of the Census. This compares with 7,493,400 bales ginned to the 
same date in 1977 and 3,703,200 bales in 1976. This season's ginnings included 
4,663,700 bales of upland and 3,300 bales of American Pima cotton. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to November 1, 1978 with 1977 comparisons, by states 1/ 








Grade reductions 


Grass Total reductions 


1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 
Pet Pou. Petty Pee. Reis Bete Rete ECu. 


State 





North Carolina 7.5 4.4 - = - ~ d.9 4.4 
South Carolina 120 D.o Vey Os * ~ 123 GEL 
Georgia 6.6 4.4 0.2 0.1 Oct - 6.9 ee 
Alabama 2G Bek 0.3 * - * Zou Oe 
Mississippi Do 7.5 0.5 O52 * % 6.3 ey 
Tennessee Bro “ee Oca 0.4 - 0.1 4.0 4.6 
Missouri OS) et 0.4 ~ * - 0.9 isan 
Arkansas BZ D4 Ost 0.1 * Ove 3E3 5.6 
Louisiana Mee 5. 1: Ome Q.1 * * 763 Dae 
Oklahoma Bes 0.3 de 0.5 - - Sr 0.8 
Texas oo So 3.4 * * 4.8 6.5 
New Mexico hes 0.9 Ole bh _ * - i 029 
Arizona Dei 26. 0.9 5 * 0.3 3.6 Beso 
California 250 255 On. OnZ On Oe 2.8 230 
Other 4.6 U2e5 - - - ° 4.6 2c 
United States 4.0 4.6 0.6 0.9 % : Vea 4.6 BAS 
1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, 
by grade and staple 1/ 
a Code Season through October 31 
Staple 1977 1978 LOG7, 1978 
Grade Bales Bales Pet. Bete 
1 (10) - - - - 
2 (20) 202 104 0.6 Bok 
3 (30) 6,823 1,830 43.9 Die 
4 (40) QO. 70D 1,179 43.4 855i 
oD (50) £728 LZ PES Dek 
6 (60) 148 3 0 0.4 
7 (70) - - - - 
8 (80) - 59 - io 
9 (90) - - - = 
10 (00) - ~ - - 
Total 15,555 3350 100.0 100.0 
Staple 
40 and shorter - - - - 
42 = 22%: - 6.6 
44 8,263 157558 53 52.4 
46 7, 292 Loki 46.9 41.0 
48 and longer - - ~ = 
Total hoe 5a ano 100.0 100.0 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to November 1, 1978 with 1977 comparisons, by states 1/ 











Peate United Stat 
Higa Di pee oe 
1977__[ 1978 [1977 | 1978 | 1977 [ 1978 [ 1977 






Readings 


Percent Percent Percent f Percent 
2.4 and below - = = = = C oe = 
a) = eS = = = = I = 
2.6 = = — = wt i ~f a 
Zuid = es = = = = = a 
210 = - - - - - - - 
2-9. = - - ~ ~ - - ~ 
Se _ es = a cS _ & 7 
ec OL - = - - - Ort - 
Bee ~ - Lay - - 0 Ord 0.9 
a3 0.9 te ee - - - 0.6. 0.4 
3.4 a 21 ias 4.0 0.6 - Leo ites 
aD 22.6 ooh vo 4.0 BH 14.4 a3 9.6 
3.6 5.4 9.6 Tee - Deo 1a Bair 12.9 
Sak 7 ae Zeek 16.1 Loo Sor 10.7 Seo 11.8 
So ie 2355 Low 4.0 Laie iheyal'd Lee 2a 
330 2726 5th Tees 46.4 1350 10.4 1G 15.4 
4.0 14.6 1150 105/ 4.0 1832 8.3 15.6 8.8 
ian 1357 6.8 259 16.8 12°35 36k dese 57.0 
ee. 9.9 6.8 alee 4.0 Lee Les 10.3 (FAY 
a Vik 5.4 te - Ded - 6.3 18 
4.4 326 eS Tek - 350 - 30) 0.4 
Ae 2.6 - - - Dee - 2h - 
4.6 Oye y/ 1.4 - - 0.6 - 0.6 0.4 
Aud OTL - - - 0.4 - Ome - 
4.8 OeL - - = - - OL - 
4.9 = = = = = = ie = 
5.0 and above = a = - — = i = 
ee a nd 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1007.0: 310050 100.0 100.0 
ee ee eee ee 
Average mike 4.0 3.0 S20 3e9 4.0 325 4.0 3.8 


ener eer ee eee 
1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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